Introduction
The family Callirhipidae represents a small elateriform group of Coleoptera of uncertain systematic position. Larvae feed on rotten wood, while adults are sometimes collected on dead tree trunks but more commonly found attracted to light. Members of the family occur mainly in the tropics of the Oriental, Australian and Neotropical zoogeographical regions. Only a few species reach the Palaearctic region in Nepal, northern India and China (cf. Hájek 2006), one species occurs in North America (cf. Young 2002), and one species lives on the Seychelles (Hájek 2008). The only catalogue of the family was published by Pic (1925b) . Brief reviews of the family were recently given by Lawrence et al. (1999a, b) , Young (2002) and Lawrence (2005) . Currently, Callirhipidae comprises 10 valid genus-group taxa and 175 valid species-group taxa.
The genus Callirhipis was established by Latreille (1829) within the group "Serricornia" for a single Javanese species, C. dejeani. Later, Latreille (1834) included Callirhipis in his new family Rhipiceridae, and Laporte de Castelnau (1834) published the first revision of the family. During the next 90 years, many entomologists described seven additional genera and about 100 new species. The most active specialists in the family were Charles O. Waterhouse, George C. Champion, Leon Fairmaire and Maurice Pic (see References). In the 1920s, Fritz van Emden for the first time defined Callirhipidae as a tribe within the family Sandalidae (= Rhipiceridae) (Emden 1924b) . During the next 12 years Emden described three genera, three subgenera and nearly 50 new species and tried to establish a classification within the family (cf. Emden 1931). Emden (1929) outlined the distribution of the family from a zoogeographical point of view, and he also described larvae (Emden 1932a). However, Pic described even more new taxa, altogether more than 60 (one third of all known species), usually based on single specimens and males and females as separate species. Emden tried to correct Pic's descriptions and place his species within correct genera, but without the possibility to study the type material, he failed, and callirhipid classification reverted to chaos. Since Pic's death in 1957, no one has been interested in the alpha-taxonomy of Callirhipidae, and only four island species have been added by Japanese entomologists (Nakane 1973 (Nakane , 1985 (Nakane , 1996 Satô 1995) .
Whereas the alpha-taxonomy of callirhipids stagnated in the second half of 20 th century, the interest of entomologists turned to systematic position of the family. The first attempt to move Callirhipis and Zenoa from Rhipiceridae to Lichadidae (= now Eulichadidae) based on wing venation and folding by Forbes (1926) had been largely overlooked. Also the conclusion of Böving & Craighead (1931) based on larvae of the callirhipid genus Zenoa and the rhipicerid genus Sandalus Knoch, 1801, that the two families are distinct (although under incorrect names), was not generally accepted. However, Crowson (1950 Crowson ( , 1955 again separated the families and placed them into a newly defined superfamily Rhipiceroidea. Later, Crowson (1971) transferred Rhipiceridae to the superfamily Dascilloidea, and Crowson (1973) placed Callirhipidae in his Artematopoidea. Kasap & Crowson (1975) still classified Callirhipidae in Artematopoidea, but mentioned that they also shared characters with the dryopoid Eulichadidae. Subsequently, Lawrence & Newton (1982) classified Callirhipidae as a basal Dryopoidea, and Lawrence (1988) included the family in his new superfamily Psephenoidea. Lawrence & Britton (1991) and Lawrence & Newton (1995) added the family Callirhipidae to their expanded superfamily Byrrhoidea. Lawrence et al. (1995) suggested a clade formed by the families Ptilodactylidae, Chelonariidae, Callirhipidae and Eulichadidae. Costa et al. (1999) noted that the monophyly of the superfamily Byrrhoidea sensu Lawrence & Newton (1995) is not supported by any synapomorphy and placed Callirhipidae and Eulichadidae as incertae sedis within the series Elateriformia. Most
